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Data Extraction
definition of data extraction

• process of retrieving data out of 
data sources for further data 
processing

• usual data workflow: extract -> 
transform -> load #ETL

ETL



PDF as data source
problem with tabular data representation in PDF

• Portable Document Format

• designed as an output format with objective to make it look the same at any 
device

• defines instructions to place characters at precise (x, y) coordinates

• has no internal representation of a table structure

• can be text based or image (aka. scanned) based



Tools
how to extract data from PDF

• copy (from PDF) and paste (to Excel)

• PDF (to Excel) converters (for example: Adobe Acrobat)

• Direct import to Excel

• programmatic PDF table extraction tools (for example: Tabula, Camelot)



DeX
automated data extraction from tables in PDFs 

• define columns manually

• do it only once per client report type

• define accounting codes and 
amounts columns

• process data in the background

• download populated excel template 
with extracted data



DeX: made with ❤️ by MQSoft



Thank You 😁
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